
WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP SCORE SHEET
Show:

Date:

Judge:

Signature:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Penalty

Maneuver

Circle Age
8-11  12-14 15-18

Maneuver
Desciption

WO Entry #
Total 

Penalty ScoreF&E Comments

Each exhibitor is scored between 0-Infinity points and automatically begins the run with a score of 70 points
-3 Extremely Poor, -2 Very Poor, -1 Poor, 0 Correct, +1 Good, +2 Very Good, +3 Excellent

FORM AND EFFECTIVENESS:  Excellent (5) Very Good (4) Good (3) Average (0-2) 



Suggested Scoring Procedure - 
Exhibitors are to be scored from 0 to infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Patterns will be divided into 6 to 10 
maneuvers, as specified by the judge, and each maneuver will be scored from plus 3 to minus 3 with 1/2 point increments acceptable that 
will be added or subtracted from 70. Maneuver scores should be determined independent of penalties, and should reflect equal 
consideration of both performance of the exhibitor’s pattern and the horsemanship form and effectiveness of the exhibitor to result in the 
following scores: -3 extremely poor, -2 very poor, -1 poor, 0 average or correct, +1 good, +2 very good, +3 excellent. Exhibitors overall 
horsemanship form and effectiveness should also be scored from 0 to 5 with 0 to 2 average, 3 good, 4 very good, 5 excellent. 

Suggested Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following penalties will be 
applied for each occurrence and will be deducted from the final score:

Three (3) points
• Break of gait at the walk or jog up to 2 strides
• Over or under turn from 1/8 to 1/4 turn
• Tick or hit of cone

Five (5) points
• Not performing the specific gait or not stopping within 10 feet (3 meters) of designated location
• Incorrect lead or break of gait at the lope (except when correcting an incorrect lead)
• Break of gait at walk or jog for more than 2 strides
• Loss of stirrup
• Bottom of boot not touching pad of stirrup at all gaits including backup
• Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical while the horse is in motion, showing the appearance of intimidation
• Obviously looking down to check leads

Ten (10) points
• Loss of rein
• Use of either hand to instill fear or praise while on pattern or during rail work
• Holding saddle with either hand
• Cueing with the end of the romal
• Blatant disobedience including kicking, pawing, bucking, and rearing
• Spurring in front of the cinch

Disqualification
• Fall by horse or exhibitor
• Illegal equipment or illegal use of hands on reins
• Use of prohibited equipment

Please Note* - The PA 4-H Horse Program score sheet is recommended, but not required, to be used when judging.

• Exhibitors going off pattern, knocking over or on the wrong side of a
cone, never performing specified gait, or overturning more than a
quarter turn than designated, shall not be disqualified, but must always
place below exhibitors who incur none of these errors.
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