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FRESH COW PROGRAM  
FIRST 8 DAYS POSTPARTUM 

 
 

 Udder Edema Scoring      
The herd supervisors will use the 10-point scale to score all fresh animals on day 
of calving and between 4-6 days in milk. The implementation of this protocol is to 
evaluate the incidence and severity of udder edema in the herd. Cows with edema 
not treated initially need re-evaluated on days 1 and 2.  
 
 
 

NORMAL ANIMAL 
 

Behavior Cows stay in a group, alert, actively curious. 
Eating Cows come up to the bunk when offered feed. Good 

appetite. 
Comfort Standup eating, lying down resting, chewing cud. 
Stance Stand squarely and stand for long periods of time. 
Heart rate 70-80 beats per minute 
Breathing rate 35-40 breaths per minute 
Nose Wet 
Skin pinch Skin flatten in no more than 1-2 seconds 
Eyes Clear, no excessive tearing 
Ears Warm 
Temperature 102 – 103oF 
Udder Normal color and texture, symmetrical, CMT 1 or less in 

all quarters. 
Urine color Pale yellow 
Urine pH Slightly alkaline, 7.4 
Vagina Some discharge may be present, normally odorless  
Feces No constipation or watery diarrhea 
Movement Normal gait and motion 
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Day 1 through 8 Take temperatures and record data  
 Observe cows daily and monitor milk production 
 
Any animal showing problems will be checked by the dairy crew and the 
appropriate treatment implemented. The assistant managers will make the 
assessment and will contact the vet if necessary. The most prevalent health 
problems are DA, pneumonia, or metritis. 
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